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A Study of Animated War Films from the
Perspective of Intimacy: A case study of
the animated film Giovanni's Island

TAKAHASHI Makoto

Currently, Japan has a territorial dispute with Russia over the
islands commonly referred to as Northern Territories in Japan. The
Northern Territories issue concerns the sovereignty of Kunashiri,
Shikotan, Etorofu and Habomai islands, which are located east of
Hokkaido.

An animated film called Giovanni's Island was produced
to promote the understanding of the history of the war between
Japan and the Soviet Union on the Northern Territories. The film was
released in February 2014.

Previous studies have discussed war narratives in films
based on the conventional framework of the dichotomy between
victimhood and perpetration. This research adds another analytical
concept, that of intimacy, to the framework to examine war films.
Through analyzing Giovanni's Island from the perspective of
victimhood, perpetration and intimacy, this research discusses the
significance and limitations of Giovanni's Island compared to other
war films in Japan.
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